Chapter Fourteen
NAZI   AGGRESSION

THE   PRESENT   WAR   AND   ITS   PRESENT   RESULT   FOR

Poland must be considered in that light. However,
here again, we can learn a great deal from facts
stated in chronological order.

The story begins in the year 1932, when the
foreign policy of the Polish Republic was placed
into the hands of Colonel Joseph Beck, who has
since played a decisive, though not always happy
role in shaping the destinies of his country. Colonel
Beck was a friend and confidant of Marshal
Pilsudski, who was by now gravely ill. The Minister
for Foreign Affairs also enjoyed the confidence of
the country as a whole and of President Mosicki.

Joseph Beck is the son of a Russian-Polish
patriot who was obliged to flee from Tsarist
Russian persecution and settled in Austrian
Poland. Joseph studied at the High School in
Cracow and on the outbreak of the Great War
joined Pilsudski's Legion, thus beginning a long
association with the Marshal. After Pilsudski's
internment by the Germans, Beck was for a time
posted to a Hungarian regiment. Re-joining
Pilsudski in Warsaw after the war, he became
Polish Military Attach^ in Paris in 1922, but
resigned in 1923 when Pilsudski temporarily
retired into private life. After the Warsaw coup
d'etat of 1926, when Pilsudski became dictator
of Poland, Beck became his chef de cabinet. From
then on he exercised a considerable influence
at home and in 1932 he became Minister for
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